MONKEYS AND APES

ART
PAPER PLATE MONKEYS

Use a large paper plate and a small paper plate. Paint large
plate dark brown. Paint small plate light tan. Let dry. Glue small
plate to large to form muzzle. Paint two black circles on muzzle
for nostrils. Paint eyes above muzzle on dark brown plate. Add
construction paper ears.

MONKEY PAINTING

Try painting with your toes! (monkeys do!)

SONG

SILLY MONKEYS (to tune of “If You’re Happy and you Know It”)

Every day when people visit at the zoo,

They all stop and stare at what the monkeys do.
Then they giggle, laugh, and grin,

Making faces now and then,

Acting just like they are silly monkeys, too!

Then at night when everybody leaves the zoo,
| bet | know what the monkeys like to do.
They just giggle, laugh, and grin,

Making faces now and then,
Acting just like all those people at the zoo!

OTHER FUN STUFF

MONKEY WALK

Make monkey face by jutting out lower jaw. Hunch back and curl fingers and wrists to
the inside. Walk like a monkey.

PEANUT HUNT

Hide peanuts around the room. Have children pretend to be monkeys hunting for food.



MONKEY MANIA

Played like Hot Potato except you pass around a banana. Whoever has the banana
when the music stops must stand up and act like a monkey.

SNACK

Serve bananas and other fruit for a monkey treat.

FINGERPLAYS
MONKEYS

A little monkey likes to do

Just the same as you and you (point)

When you sit up very tall,

Monkey sits up very tall. (sit up)

When you pretend to throw a ball,

Monkey pretends to throw a ball. (pretend to throw)
When you move your arms around,

Monkey moves his arms around (move arms)
When you sit upon the ground,

Monkey sits upon the ground (sit down)

FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS

Five little monkeys swinging in the tree

Teasing Mr. Alligator -You can't catch me.

You can't catch me. (put hands together sideways to look like alligator's mouth)
Along came Mr. Alligator quiet as can be. Snap! (clap)

Four little monkeys swinging in the tree...

(repeat for five monkeys)

BANANAS FOR LUNCH

A cute little monkeys had bananas for lunch.

He peeled one and ate one, munch, munch, munch. (peeling motions)
1 banana, 2 bananas, 3 bananas, 4. (hold up fingers, 1 at a time)

He ate and he ate, but he wanted more.

He peeled and he ate, and he peeled and ate, (peeling motions)

5 bananas, 6 bananas, 7 bananas, 8. (hold up fingers, 1 at a time)

He peeled two more and continued to munch. (peeling motions)

And before he knew it, he ate the whole bunch'!



I’'M A GORILLA

I’'m a gorilla. (squat down, knees bent, knuckles touching the floor)
I’'m a great big ape.

| sit like this,

But | can stand up straight. (stand up)
When I'm happy,

| jump up and down. (jump)

But when I'm mad,

| have a scary frown. (make a scowly face)
If you scare me, (point to self)

Here’s what I'll do— (shake finger)

I'll beat my chest, (beat chest with fists)
And try to scare you.

(point to someone else)



MONKEY RINGER
THE MONKEY

The Monkey Hangs down,
His arms round the tree.
Look out! He’s coming!
He’s swinging toward me!

Color monkey and cut out. Staple piece of chenille sticks to monkey for arms and legs.
Wrap ends of arms around a plastic straw. Hold straw in your hand and swing monkey
around the straw as you recite the rhyme.
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